
   Principal’s Newslet te r
  From the desk of  Principal  Rasnik

Upcoming Events  

February 16th 6:30pm Parent Community Meeting

February 17th 8:30am Parent Community Meeting

February 18th  & 21s t No School  – Presidents’ Day

February 25th  7:45-8:45am Goethe Café (hosted by 5A)

February 28th 4:00pm Application Deadline fo r  Lottery

March 2nd PJ/Reading Day

March 4th 6:00pm Free Movie Night   (MPR)

March 9th 6:00pm Board of  Trustees Meeting

March 11th  7:45-8:45am Goethe Café 

March 15th 7:00pm Lottery fo r  2011/2012 schoo l  year

March 17th Spirit  Day/Free Dress Day

March 25th  7:45-8:45am Goethe Café

March 26th 6:00pm Silent  Auction at  Bever ly Hil l s  
Country Club

March 30th - Apri l  1s t  Book Fair

Please refrain from parking in front of our neighbor’s driveways or making U-Turns in front 
of the school.

Apply Now For Siblings:  Applications for the 2011/2012 school year are available on-

line and in the office.  Current students do not need to reapply, however all siblings 

planning to attend in the fall MUST apply during the lottery application period 

(December 1 to February 28, 2010).   Siblings that do not apply during the lottery 

application period will not be able to keep their sibling preference.

A message from the Principal  



Class High light  – As I walk through the classrooms I am witnessing very special learning.  So, I 

decided that from now until the end of the school year, I will highlight a class in each of the remaining 

newsletters.

Class 1s t Grade– Ms. Wal lace/Frau Schmid/Ms. Dauod -  The afternoon I walked into a 

1st Grade classroom, I saw all the kids sitting in a circle on the rug.  Although I could see the kids talking, 

it was pretty quiet.  Everyone was sitting with their legs crossed and were listening.  Then I saw one of 

the kids in the outer circle call one student to the center of the circle. This student in turn called a second 

student to the center.  They sat across from one another and then they each shared something special 

that the other had done.  I asked the teacher, who was watching off to the side, what the kids were 

doing.  She explained that this was their community circle time.  Apparently I must have looked a little 

puzzled and she continued to explain that she had shown and practiced this community circle with the 

class from the beginning of the school year and now in January they were able to conduct this process 

completely independently.  I watched this for a while longer in amazement.  Every student, and I mean 

every student sat respectfully waiting their turn, no one called out for attention.  The students facing 

each other in the circle were respectfully speaking to each other while all students around the circle 

were listening attentively.  I was also told that the kids can hold their attention span for more than 20 

minutes making sure that each person had a chance to contribute.  This image of the kids was so 

beautiful it brought tears to my eyes.  Not wanting to disturb their inner sanctum, I just gave the class a 

thumbs-up from where I stood and hugged the teacher because I was so moved.  As I walked outside it 

occurred to me, this is our future generation that will be able to sit at a round table or summit and discuss 

peace truly peacefully.  

~~~ Way to go 1st Grade~~~

Spanish Enrichment– 3/4/5  th     – I am pleased to report that Spanish enrichment instruction has 

begun in 3rd,4th and 5th Grade.  Mr. Ruben Zapata relocated to Los Angeles from Ecuador. Although he 

is providing Spanish enrichment as a volunteer he has 10 years of teaching experience in an Immersion 

School setting.  The teachers and I have witnessed his instruction and the kids are very excited about 

having added this new component.  

Middle School  push going st rong -  The Board and I have concentrated our efforts in 

pushing through our Middle School Amendment and we continue to meet the districts demands for 

documentation.  In the coming weeks there will be more detailed information coming to elicit the support 

of all parents.  

IB Socia l  Development Committee Updates:  



Lunch and Recess   ! e  commi& e e’s  initial prioritie s  are  to bring stud ent s’ lunch a nd rec e s s  

e x p erienc e s  in line with the IB philo sophy.   Principal R a s nik h a s  alre ady m ad e  s om e  ch an g e s  with 

re g ard to lunch for Kinderg arten er s  and 1 st gr ad er s .   Stud ents  who bring their lunch from hom e  are  now 

e ating at the round table s  in front of their cla s sroom s .   Only stud ent s  who buy lunch w alk to the c af eteria  

to buy and e at their lunch there .   ! i s  allow s  stud ent s  who p a ck their lunch more  time to e at a nd 

provide s  a  c alm er atmo sph ere  for all Kinderg arten er s  a nd 1 st gr ad er s  during lunch .   In a ddition, 

stud ent s  ar e  required to st ay  at the table s  until 11:30 a nd ar e  e n cour a g ed by st aff  a nd volunte er s  to e at 

their lunch .   A% er 11:30,  they ar e  allow ed to g et up and w alk to rec e s s .  ! e  loc ation of rec e s s  (e . g . ,  

blacktop,  volley b all courts,  or gr a s s y  ar e a s) is determined by the Marina  del R ey  Middle S c hool at the 

b e ginning of e a c h month.  More ch an g e s  will b e  coming to further improv e  lunch a nd rec e s s .

   Survey    We  would like to h e ar p arents’ ide a s  for improving lunch and rec e s s  in all gr ad e  lev el s .   You 

c an $nd the IB S o ci al Dev elopm ent s urv ey  in the IB S o ci al Dev elopm ent folder on the GICS  y ahoo 

group w eb site .   Pl e a s e  complete  the s ur v ey  a nd e m ail it to u s  atgic s s oci alib @ g m ail .com.

Silent and Live Auction Fundraiser– “A Night in Paris” March 26th:  ! ank you! 

! ank You! GICS  community for the wond erful don ation s  w e  h av e  go& en in s o  far.   If 

you ar e  a  s m all bu sine s s  own er or know s om eon e  who is,  it is not to late  to s pon sor the 

Silent Auction fundrai s er and h elp to und er write the co st s  of the e v ent .   For don ation s  of 
$250 and above your company logo wil l  be posted on the  

Auction website and on a banner  at  schoo l .   You m ay  al so  b e  eligible for fre e  ticket s  to 

the Auction.   Go to the Fundrai sing s e ction of our w eb site to downlo ad the S p on sor Form .   We  still ne ed 

your gif t  baskets  or container s  to h elp u s  p ack a g e  the item s -  just drop them off  in the offi c e .    If 

you h av e  a ny  qu e stion s  you c an contact the Auction Ch air, St eph ani e B a c a  s b a c a @ hlw.com and S a g e  

R av al the Ev e nt Ch air s a g e @ s a g er av al .com.

Helping Hands Volunteer Campaign Launch – February:  ! e  Helping Hand s  Volunte er 

Camp aign h a s  launch ed .   ! e  go al of the c amp aign is to re ach 100 %  p articip ation of GICS  

familie s  don ating 5 hour s  a  month.   ! i s  will al so h elp u s  with our gr ant a pplic ation s .  If you 

don ate  5 hour s  to the s chool during the month of F ebru ary your child’s  cla s s  will rec eiv e  5 m arble s  in 

their jar h elping them to a c hi ev e  s p e ci al cla s s  rew ard s .  St ay  tuned for d etail s  a bout a  Volunte er 

Workd ay  h app ening on F ebru ary 25 th.  Vi sit Cory at the Go eth e  Caf é  a nd pick up your Helping Hand 

form and g et involv ed!  If you h av e n’t alre ady sign ed up ple a s e  contact Cory Birke&  Volunte er 

Coordinator for GICS  a bout the v ariou s  w ay s  you c an g et involv ed coryjan e @ c a .rr.com

mailto:coryjane@ca.rr.com
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Goethe Café – February 25th 7:45-8:45am:  J oin u s  for the n ext Go eth e  Caf é  on 

Febru ary 25 th ho sted by the 5 th Grad er s .   Proc e ed s  will go  to h elp with the 5 th gr ad e  

S ci enc e  Cam p.  Bring a  couple of dollar s,  s kip bre akf a st and com e  enjoy s o m e  h e althy 

food s u ch a s  fruit, h ard - boiled e g g s ,  a nd b a g el s .   Com e  a nd gr ab  that cup of coff e e ,  h ang  out with your 

friend s  a nd m e et s o m eon e  n ew!  Find out wh at is going  on a nd how you c an g et more involv ed with the 

GICS  community.   For more  inform ation on the Go ethe  Caf é  or to volunte er contact the Co - Ch airs  Cory 

Birke&  coryjan e @ c a .rr.com and J e s sic a  Miro hopm an579 @y ahoo.com

International Dinner Club – Chalet Edelweiss in February:  J oin GIC S  familie s  at the 

Ch alet Ed elwei s s  (owned by our v ery own GIC S  family the B a chnofer s).  ! e  S wi s s  

R e st aurant & B ar is loc ated at 8740 S .  S e p ulv ed a  Blvd . ,  LA 90045 (ne ar LAX). Dine at a ny  time during 

the month of F ebru ary a nd proc e ed s  of your m e al will b e  don ated to the s chool .   ! ere  will al so  b e  two 

F a mily Dinner Nights  on the 15 th a nd 16th at the Ch alet .  R e s er v ation s  ar e  recomm end ed ple a s e  c all 

310 645 8740 .  ! ey h av e  a  fabulou s  Valentine’s  Day a nd a  s p e cial kid’s  m enu s o  w e  hop e  to s e e  you 

there .

If you h av e  a ny  qu e stion s,  contact Carol E arle,  Ch air of Intern ational Dinner Club 

pro sy stem son e @ y a hoo. com

Westside Pavilion – School Cents – February:  P articip ate  in the S c hool Cents  

program  at We st sid e P avilion and h elp our s chool win b etwe en $350 and $3000 .   All 

purch a s e s  m ad e  at We st sid e P avilion e arn b etwe en 5 and 10 points  for e a c h dollar s p ent .   Simply vi sit 

Gu e st S er vice s ,  loc ated on Lev el 2,  to s how your rec eipts .  E arn 20 points  in F ebru ary if you s hop at 

S e e ’s  Candie s ,  Victori a’s  S e cret, Merle Norm an, Zale s ,  S er vi s  & Taylor and J e w elry Collection.   Contact 

the Ch air of S c hool Cents  Marisol Orozco orozcom ari sol @y ahoo. com if you h av e  a ny  qu e stion s .  

! ank You! 

Movie Night – March 4th 6pm (MPR):  J oin u s  for a  fre e  movie night on March 4 th in the 

MPR st arting at 6pm .   We  will b e  s howing Finding Nemo in G erm an with Engli sh s ubtitle s .  

Any qu e stion s  contact Natalie Kurtz, Community Ev e nt s  Ch air n at alie @kurtzworld .com.

Thank Yous!:  ! ank you to our wond erful te a ch er s ,  org aniz ed by Mrs .  Mitch ell 

and st aff ed by Mis s  Wallac e,  Mrs .  Ch en, Mis s  Burch am, Fr au Wolf, Fr au Wei g ert, Ms .  

mailto:natalie@kurtzworld.com
mailto:prosystemsone@yahoo.com
mailto:hopman579@yahoo.com
mailto:coryjane@ca.rr.com


Lope z ,  Mis s  Tyerm an and Ms .  Truong ,  a nd from our a% erc are  st aff ,  Mr. J o e  a nd Mis s  K ate,  for our 

fabulou s  Valentin e’s  Day P aj am a  P arty a nd P arent’s  Night Out.   ! ank you to all of the familie s  who 

p articipated a nd m ad e  the e v e nt s u ch a  s u c c e s s .

A HUGE thank you to all of the wond erful Room P ar ent s  for all of their h ard work .   And thank you to our 

n ew Offi c e  P arent, Natalie Kurtz, for all s h e  is doing for our offi c e  st aff .   


